THE IMPORTANCE OF BEING EARNEST
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JACK: Eating as usual, I see, Algy!

ALGERNON (stiffly): I believe it is customary in good society to take some slight re-
freshment at five o’clock.
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ALGERNON: My dear fellow, the way you flirt (¥r5 ) with Gwendolen is perfectly
disgraceful. It is almost as bad as the way Gwendolen flirts with you.

JACK: I am in love with Gwendolen. I have come up to town expressly to propose to
her.

ALGERNON: I thought you had come up for pleasure (Z#E({E%%)? . . . I call that busi-
ness (BXEIFHYENE KFEIH).
JACK: How utterly unromantic you are!

ALGERNON: I really don’t see anything romantic in proposing. It is very romantic to
be in love. But there is nothing romantic about a definite proposal. Why, one
may be accepted. One usually is, I believe. Then the excitement is all over.
The very essence of romance is uncertainty. If ever I get married, I'll certainly
try to forget the fact.

JACK: I have no doubt about that, dear Algy. The Divorce Court was specially in-
vented for people whose memories are so curiously constituted.
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ALGERNON: Oh! there is no use speculating on that subject. Divorces are made in
Heaven.
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ALGERNON: I really don’t see anything romantic in proposing. It is very romantic to
be in love. But there is nothing romantic about a definite proposal. Why, one
may be accepted. One usually is, I believe. Then the excitement is all over.
The very essence of romance is uncertainty. If ever I get married, I'll certainly
try to forget the fact.
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ALGERNON: Oh, 1t 1s absurd to have a hard and fast rule about what one should
read and what one shouldn’t. More than half of modern culture depends on
what one shouldn’t read.
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JACK: My dear Algy, you talk exactly as if you were a dentist. It is very vulgar to
talk like a dentist when one isn’t a dentist. It produces a false impression.
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ALGERNON: The amount of women in London who flirt with their own husbands is
perfectly scandalous. It looks so bad. It is simply washing one’s clean linen in
public.
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JACK: That is nonsense. If I marry a charming girl like Gwendolen, and she is the
only girl I ever saw in my life that I would marry. I certainly won’t want to
know Bunbury.

ALGERNON: Then your wife will. You don’t seem to realize, that in married life three
1s company and two 1s none.
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GWENDOLEN: dJack? ... No, there is very little music in the name Jack, if any at all,
indeed. It does not thrill. It produces absolutely no vibrations. . . . I have

known several Jacks, and they all, without exception, were more than usually
plain. Besides, Jack is a notorious domesticity for John. She would probably
never be allowed to know the entrancing pleasure of a single moment’s solitude.
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LADY BRACKNELL: I have always been of opinion that a man who desires to get mar-
ried should know either everything or nothing. Which do you know?
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LADY BRACKNELL: The whole theory of modern education is radically unsound. For-
tunately in England, at any rate, education produces no effect whatsoever. If it
did, it would prove a serious danger to the upper classes, and probably lead to
acts of violence in Grosvenor Square.
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If it did, it would prove a serious danger to the upper classes, and probably lead to
acts of violence in Grosvenor Square. iz Y 25X —E: - — i E#EL Bh—E AT
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JACK: In the cloak-room at Victoria Station. It was given to him in mistake for his
own.
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LADY BRACKNELL: The line is immaterial. Mr. Worthing, I confess I feel somewhat
bewildered by what you have just told me. To be born, or at any rate bred, in a
hand-bag, whether it had handles or not, seems to me to display a contempt for
the ordinary decencies of family life that reminds one of the worst excesses of
the French Revolution.
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LADY BRACKNELL: ... a cloak-room at a railway station might serve to conceal a so-

cial indiscretion—has probably, indeed, been used for that purpose before now—
but it could hardly be regarded as an assured basis for a recognized position in
good society.
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Has probably been used for this purpose before 2&i K BHIEHFILZEIRA Al gE LRI A
ANFIZREERHY -

But it could hardly be regarded as an assured basis for a recognized position in good
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JACK: Oh, Gwendolen is as right as a trivet.
kg

B R —EEHEE » 75 as hard as a nail %% - Trivet & =RIIVEFEEE » IEZVE T
BN > efeiEEREm - RERAE =M > B A gRERE - #K#% % - Right as a
trivet Ftig firm, stable, solid, in good order HY=IE - fFE#HAVERE » EI5FE L Al-
gernon FERAYMZKE - Algernon 7 Gwendolen “is always refusing people. I think it
1s most ill-natured of her.” Jack {FiiKiE R~ E Gwendolen 7$Z - “Gwendolen

HHEZEAE !
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Act Two
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CECILY: Yes, but it usually chronicles the things that have never happened, and
couldn’t possibly have happened. I believe that memory is responsible for near-
ly all the three-volume novels that Mudie sends us.

[T RE
REHYZEAE HIZRRYE 2 TR R ?
it

B e PRI N I A AR REY » AE AT S A RS Y - 3R SGR =N E 2 Ee
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’\/2’\/
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CECILY: I don’t think you will require neckties. Uncle Jack is sending you to Aus-
tralia.

ALGERNON: Australia! I’d sooner die.

CECILY: Well, he said at dinner on Wednesday night, that you would have to choose
between this world, the next world, and Australia.
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B TTEEFARRE ? Australia B AT ? 2275 > the next world Z5{1E ?
fiFe F

A/ A ENEINIE TS BRI © IRIAREEZA B RN - (BRI AHA
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The next world B/ZSLR AT - Jack %#% Ernest ﬁ{lxﬁ 55 0 R AZEEAROZ
FEN - BiEAY this world ~ next world » H R EIFAIGRZER - (fththzB3EH Ern-
est F5E  (EEEAENFR » FTCAPERE - )
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ALGERNON: Thank you. Might I have a buttonhole first? I never have any appetite
unless I have a buttonhole first.

[T RE
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THIRAE ? B AR HERPIME Bty ?

ke
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gernon ;& dandy °
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Miss PrRisM: You are too much alone, dear Chasuble. You should get married. A
misanthrope I can understand—a womanthrope, never!
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Misanthrope &Rt AT A - & {E 56 2K B % i misanthropos —misein &R »
anthropos & A - (£ anthropology - ) Miss Prism 7£E# &L 5717 misanthrope > 2
thrope fEffr “WIR X FAWAN" » ABEUL—EAZHBECHEZE woman - EEAERE
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misanthrope HESEHERE A - SR 2R - B EBHE MR > BTl EZ AR
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The Importance of Being Earnest & high comedy » FiLI4EE&E AT AEE - (HEHLE
AR TT - g Miss Prism 81 Canon Chasuble BIEAFLIEEA » AIR{E
HENGKES |
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JACK: Well, at any rate, that is better than being always over-dressed as you are.

ALGERNON: If I am occasionally a little over-dressed, I make up for it by being al-
ways immensely over-educated.
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B HEE over-educated o
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ALGERNON: I hope, Cecily, I shall not offend you if I state quite frankly and openly
that you seem to me to be in every way the visible personification of absolute
perfection.
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BRS¢ “Cecily » WAEFIEEHEA AHETRER » IRAGNE  (REA— FEERE
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Act Three
ol

JF3L

LADY BRACKNELL: That sounds not unsatisfactory. Three addresses always inspire
confidence, even in tradesmen. But what proof have I of their authenticity?

JACK: I have carefully preserved the Court Guides of the period. They are open to
your inspection, Lady Bracknell.

i
Ly 2 EEE E 2 Court Guides E (175 ?
fiFe F

Court FEEHIENE “FAE” - Court Guides /425 F[nn 20 T HVEASHAC §% -
FH2HFE7F] even in tradesmen ? 5% “[&)R" V—HH - ( &R EEIMNEE > BEA
k" =A% BEAEE )
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ALGERNON: Cecily is the sweetest, dearest, prettiest girl in the whole world. And I
don’t care twopence about social possibilities.
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JACK: I fear there can be no possible doubt about the manner. This afternoon dur-
ing my temporary absence in London on an important question of romance, he
obtained admission to my house by means of the false of being my brother. Un-
der an assumed name he drank . . .
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Drank {FiE# RTEER] DUEREH © bR TS AEREER ? Bt tEEE ?

fErE

BMEE2MA - Under an assumed name he drank, I've just been informed by my

butler, an entire pint bottle of my Perrier-Jouet Brut ’89; wine I was specially re-
serving for myself.

I've just been informed by my butler EHENH] - fHEB=EEEHEE T . . . he
drank an entire pint bottle of my Perrier-Jouet Brut ’89; . . .

~4~

JF3L

Miss PrisM: I was told you expected me in the vestry, dear canon.
F’:ﬁa 7eH
R EAYEL )2 EIEE AR 2 A&
ke
Dear canon ji+Z dear Canon Chasuble - Canon &-82/\ &g Ay —7FE o

~5~
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GWENDOLEN (to Jack): My own! But what own are you? What is your Christian
name, now that you have become someone else?

[
RENEDETERERE ?
fRE

s HEERNEA - Gwendolen Eif “FRAVLHFEEM | 7 22 My own Ernest! AY%s
i NI ZIERE T Jack HYRFEIGHES - (#5 But what own are you? Hi/&f
ff © “FkER My own B > REIEIE TR FEEZ(TEE? "
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It R inRFed - SRR "B » K" o fRA[LIE Lady Bracknell ft
SRy —a)EEE S - Thirty-five is a very attractive age. London society is full of
women of the very highest birth who have, of their own free choice, remained thirty-
five for years. Lady Dumbleton is an instance in point. To my own knowledge she
has been thirty-five ever since she arrived at the age of forty, which was many years
ago Now.
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ATHERIBE ESY - AT EER A —EM T © In matters of grave importance,
style, not sincerity is the vital thing. EEFEENENES > EHEEZEFENESHE
& > BT DA !
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